PLEASANT LIFE OF CONSTANTINOPLE   103
between the Pope and the Patriarch and the centuries
had not reduced its virulence. The quarrel began with
the transfer of the imperial capital from Rome to
Constantinople by Constantine in 330 A.D. As the
rivalry between the capitals of Old and New Rome
increased that between the prelates kept pace, for the
bishop of Constantinople aspired to equality with the
bishop of Rome. It grew bitter in the eleventh century
and culminated in the excommunication of the Patriarch
Cerularius when at 9 a.m. on the morning of the i6th
of July, 1054, the papal legates laid the bull of excom-
munication on the altar of St. Sophia. That marked
one of the great points in the world's history, for on that
date the Eastern church and the Byzantine political
system broke away from the West. The quarrel was
embittered and the hope of reconciliation was destroyed
by the crusades and especially the fourth and most
scandalous crusade. Mohammed the Conqueror found it
to his advantage, for the citizens of Constantinople were
bitter against the Pope of Rome and refused all help.
He and his successors used it as a lever against Christian
Europe and the Patriarchate became a department of the
Ottoman Empire. For a while, submerged below the
Ottoman rule, the quarrel died down. It flared up again
at the Armistice in 1918. Greece was among the victors.
She dreamed of a Greater Greece and of herself as the
heir to Byzantium as well as to the Old Greece. The
Allies encouraged her. As she grew, so the Patriarch
increased in importance and had the dream been realized
the Greek Patriarch in Constantinople, surrounded by
a growing Greek Empire and looked to by the ruined